
  
 
 

http://www.bsgasia.com/report.html                                                                                                              1 

 

 

The Trade Fair Industry in Asia, 9
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 edition 
An UFI Report researched and compiled by Business Strategies Group 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - for UFI members only 

 

 
This Executive Summary is extracted from the 9th edition of the full report, The Trade 
Fair Industry in Asia, which consists of over 100 pages of data and analysis. The 
report was produced by Business Strategies Group Ltd. (BSG) in Hong Kong on 
behalf of UFI, the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry. It is designed to 
provide those working in the industry or with an interest in trade fair data with a 
‘roadmap’ of the industry in Asia: key players, the size and structure of the industry 
and our views on where it is going. The views are those of the writers of the report 
and do not, necessarily represent official UFI positions. 
 
BSG’s research shows that 16.3 million m2 of space was sold by exhibition organisers 
to their clients in Asia in 2012. This represents growth of total net area sold in 2012 of 
2.7% - rising from 15,876,500 m2 in 2011 to 16,307,250 m2. Of that total, more than 
55% was sold in China (the same as in 2010 and 2011) and 12% in Japan (also the 
same as in 2010 and 2011). Among the 1,948 trade fairs included in our database, 874 
or 45% were held in those two countries. 
 

Table 1: Trade fair markets by estimated net square metres sold, 2012 

 
Source: BSG research 

 
Once again, growth was highest in Southeast Asia in 2012. Malaysia and Singapore 
were the fastest growing markets in 2012 up by 8.2% and 7.6%, respectively. 

No. of trade fairs identified Estimated annual size in m2

China 542 8,996,000

Japan 332 1,932,750

Hong Kong 113 876,500

Korea 156 826,750

India 138 810,750

Taiwan 74 629,250

Australia 176 536,750

Thailand 83 464,250

Singapore 86 308,250

Malaysia 64 296,000

Indonesia 49 189,750

Vietnam 55 150,250

Philippines 43 145,000

Macau 9 72,500

Pakistan 28 72,500

Total 1,948 16,307,250
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Indonesia’s trade fair market grew by 6.6%, Vietnam was up by 4.9% and the 
Philippines increased by 3.9%. 
 
The larger markets performed better in 2012 than in the year before. Asia’s largest 
market, China, grew by 3.0%, while Japan increased space sold by 3.2% and India by 
2.8% - all of which are higher than the regional average of 2.7%. Two other large 
markets, Korea (+0.8%) and Hong Kong (-0.4%) were relatively flat in 2012. 
 
Overall, estimated revenues from trade fairs in Asia in 2012 were US$4.2 billion, up 
2.3% over the 2011 figure. In terms of revenues, China continues to easily hold the 
top position. In 2012, trade fair revenues in China were US$1.5 billion, a 3.2% 
increase year-on-year. The next largest market, Japan, increased 2.5% year-on-year 
from US$897 million to US$919 million. 
 
The following table ranks the countries/regions in Asia according to BSG’s estimates 
of trade fair sales revenues. 
 

Table 2: Trade fair markets by estimated revenues, 2012 

 
Source: BSG research 

 
 
By industry 
Engineering / industrial goods remained the top category this year accounting for 
1,711,750 m2 of space sold, although the general and furniture categories were close 
behind with 1,638,500 m2 and 1,590,500 m2 sold, respectively.  The other categories 
with more than one million m2 sold were electronics (1,048,250 m2) and construction 
(1,010,500 m2) – which ranked fourth and fifth overall respectively. The rest of the 
top ten categories were tightly ranked with space sold ranging from 985,250 m2 to 
843,250 m2. Overall, space sold increased by 2.7% in 2012. 

No. of trade fairs identified Estimated annualised revenues (US$)

China 542 1,455,479,000

Japan 332 919,278,000

Hong Kong 113 391,113,250

Australia 176 253,971,250

Korea 156 242,404,500

India 138 178,642,000

Taiwan 74 153,212,000

Singapore 86 151,748,000

Thailand 83 147,245,000

Malaysia 64 106,083,500

Indonesia 49 46,864,750

Vietnam 55 45,378,000

Philippines 43 24,212,250

Pakistan 28 19,784,750

Macau 9 18,005,250

Total 1,948 4,153,421,500
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The segmentation of space sales by industry has remained quite consistent since BSG 
issued the first edition of this report in 2005. There is no particularly dominant 
industry in Asia’s trade fair sector. In fact, only the engineering / industrial and 
general categories accounted for more than 10% of space sold in 2012. The furniture 
category accounted for just less than 10% and seven other categories each accounted 
for more than 5% of the Asian trade fair market. 
 

Figure 1: Space sales by industry served 2012 

 
Source: BSG research 

 
 
Forecasts for 2013 
In terms of net space sold in 2012, the exhibition industry in Asia performed almost 
exactly as BSG predicted. Last year, BSG forecast that net space sold would be 16.3 
million net m2. The actual figure was 16,307,250 m2. 
 
Once again, growth in Southeast Asia was notably strong in 2012. In fact, the five 
fastest growing markets in 2012 were all in Southeast Asia – with growth rates 
ranging from 8.2% in Malaysia to 3.9% in the Philippines. All of these markets 
performed well above the regional average of 2.7%. The largest and second largest 
markets, China and Japan grew by 3.0% and 3.2%, respectively in 2012. 
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In 2013, BSG is forecasting growth in the Asia trade fair industry of 2.8% year-on-
year measured in terms of space sales. This will result in total space sales of 16.76 
million m2. The growth in 2013 will be driven primarily by the continued strong 
growth in Southeast Asia and by strong performances in China by category leading 
trade fairs. 
 
 
Exhibition Centres 
By the end of 2013, there will be 191 exhibition venues in Asia. Back in 2005, there 
were just 101 venues in Asia. The past eight years has marked a period of 
unprecedented venue construction in Asia. Close to 70% of all venue capacity in 
Asia is now available in China – more than 12 times the next largest market, Japan 
(4.53 million m2 vs. 355,658 m2). 
 
Through to the end of 2014, seven markets will add new venue capacity: Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Australia, Singapore, Korea, India and China. Crucially, in 2014, two 
exhibition centres are scheduled to open in Jakarta adding 160,000 m2 to that market. 
Also helping to fuel growth in Southeast Asia, the new MATRADE venue should 
open in 2014 adding 100,000 m2 of capacity. 
 
In China, three new exhibition centres will open in 2013 adding a total of 66,000 m2 
of exhibition space and looking further ahead, the Hongqiao venue in Shanghai will 
add an incredible 400,000 m2 of indoor space when it opens in 2015. 
 

Table 3: Number & size of international exhibition centres in Asia, end of 2013 

 
 
Source: BSG research 

Country/Region No. of centres 2013 Total gross indoor size (m2)

China 101 4,533,782

Japan 13 355,658

Korea 12 308,368

India 13 285,457

Thailand 9 222,984

Singapore 4 219,970

Hong Kong 2 149,820

Australia 10 139,242

Taiwan 4 99,278

Macau 2 76,715

Malaysia 4 71,292

Indonesia 8 56,094

Pakistan 2 39,045

Vietnam 4 33,793

Philippines 3 26,257

Total 191 6,617,755


