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LATE BREAKING NEWS 
 

Experian: Acquisition of Medical Present Value 

Experian announced that it has signed a definitive agreement to acquire Medical Present Value, Inc. (MPV), a 

leading provider of data, analytics and software in the US healthcare payments market. The purchase price is 

US$185m which will be funded from Experian’s existing cash resources. The transaction is subject to customary 

US regulatory approval. 

Founded in 1998, MPV is a leading provider of data and software to over 75,000 US physicians. Its products are 

used by healthcare providers to manage payments between patients, commercial payers (such as insurance 

companies) and government programmes. MPV’s products help to establish patients’ eligibility for insurance or 

financial assistance, settle patient out-of-pocket expenses at the point of service and improve collections.  

Why this Service?  Healthcare providers in the US face growing challenges when it comes to billing, coding and 

collecting for healthcare services. The rules governing healthcare payment plans are increasing in complexity and 

involve frequent changes to policies. In addition, patients are becoming responsible for a larger proportion of their 

healthcare bills through higher deductibles and benefit plans for which the patient co-pays. This is causing 

healthcare practitioners to make greater use of data and analytics in order to manage their billings cycle.  

Data Assets:  MPV maintains a comprehensive database of healthcare claims data and serves over 300 major 

physician groups and academic medical institutions. 

Why this Acquisition?  Experian entered the US healthcare payments sector in 2008 with the acquisition of 

SearchAmerica, as part of its strategy to expand its core data and analytics into new customer segments (Vertical 

markets).  Providing a strong strategic fit with SearchAmerica, the acquisition of MPV broadens Experian’s 

addressable market to now include large physician practices and create product synergies across the full 

healthcare payments lifecycle. The acquisition also provides access to MPV’s unique data sources, comprising 

commercial and government contract data covering approximately 90% of all insurance plan members in the US. 

Financial performance: MPV has highly attractive financial characteristics. Revenues are largely subscription 

based, with renewal rates in excess of 95% and average contract duration in excess of four years. Compound 

annual revenue growth over the past three years has exceeded 30%, driven by new business wins. In the year to 

31 December 2012, Experian expects MPV to deliver approximately $45m of revenue and EBIT in excess of 

$10m. The acquisition will be earnings enhancing in the first full year of ownership. 

In line with its quest for diversity Experian has entered the Healthcare payment space with the acquisition of 

SearchAmerica in 2008, which allows Experian to verify patients through address verification and predict 

timeliness of payments. The acquisition of Medical Present Value moves one step further from hospitals to the 

physicians’ office.   

Experian is not alone in this field:  TransUnion entered into a program agreement with RemitDATA in March 

2011. This arrangement provides TransUnion's customers with healthcare reimbursement transparency previously 

available only to Medicare, regulators, payers, and large pharmaceutical companies.  Equifax expanded its 

healthcare solutions by purchasing Anakam, a maker of large-scale, software-based, multi-factor authentication 

solutions for hospitals, health information exchanges, and e-prescribing.  Source: Experian Press Release 

 

 

http://www.experianplc.com/news/company-news/2011/28-06-2011.aspx
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LATE BREAKING NEWS 
 
Ascend Acquired by Flightglobal (Reed Business Information) 

Reed Business Information, publisher of Flightglobal and the business information division of Reed Elsevier, has 

announced the acquisition of the entire issued share capital of aircraft fleets and data business Ascend Worldwide 

Group Holdings.   Ascend will be integrated with the aerospace information and data service activities provided 

by Flightglobal. 

Ascend, headquartered in London with offices in New York, Hong Kong and Tokyo, delivers aircraft and engine 

data through online subscription services and provides valuations, appraisals and advisory services to a world-

wide client base of aviation investors and financiers, lessors, manufacturers, aircraft operators and suppliers. 

Ascend plays a key role in informing decisions and identifying opportunities within the aviation industry. 

Flightglobal provides aerospace information and data services through flightglobal.com, the largest professional 

aviation website in the world, Flight International and Airline Business magazines, civil fleet data from ACAS, and 

real time news and business intelligence from  Air Transport Intelligence. 

Ascend CEO Gehan Talwatte said: ―I am very excited about the opportunities that the combination of Ascend and 

Flightglobal will bring.   Source: Flightglobal.com 

Outsell’s Chuck Richard, Vice President & Lead Analyst wrote in a recent Insight: “Ascend provides a prime 

case study for B2B trade publishers pursuing their own workflow services.  Ascend provides aviation financing 

workflow solutions, and since most airlines do not buy and own their own aircraft anymore, Ascend's customers 

are groups of private equity firms, venture funds and banks who do own them.  Ascend has made understanding 

these customers' workflows its most critical imperative. It has succeeded so well that its financial services clients 

even hire Ascend to understand their own workflows.   This workflow focus made Ascend a prime target for Reed 

Business Information and makes Ascend a prime case study for those B2B trade publishers pursuing their own 

workflow services.” 

Ascend is an Associate Member of BIIA 

TransUnion in US$ 325 Million Initial Public Offering 

TransUnion, which is owned by private equity firm Madison Dearborn Partners and Chicago’s Pritzker family, 

plans to sell up to $325 million in stock in an initial public offering.  In a filing with the Securities and Exchange 

Commission on Tuesday, the Chicago-based company said it would use the proceeds to reduce ―a substantial 

amount of indebtedness‖ and for general corporate purposes. 

As of March 31, TransUnion had total debt of $1.6 billion according to its registration statement with the SEC. 

TransUnion had revenues of $956.5 million in 2010, and made $36.6 million. In the first quarter, it posted 

revenues of $245.9 million and lost $25.5 million.   Source: Chicago Tribune 

Log in to www.biia.com to get the full value of BIIA’s news service for members: 

http://www.biia.com/member-services 

 

 

 

http://www.rbi.co.uk/
http://www.reed-elsevier.com/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.ascendworldwide.com/
http://www.flightglobal.com/home/default.aspx
http://www.ascendworldwide.com/
http://www.flightglobal.com/home/default.aspx
http://www.flightglobal.com/staticpages/subscriptions.html
http://www.flightglobal.com/Pro/acas-pro/
http://forms.flightglobal.com/content/ati-request-a-demo
http://www.ascendworldwide.com/who-we-are/management-team/
http://www.flightglobal.com/articles/2011/06/29/358948/flightglobal-acquires-leading-provider-of-aviation-data-and-analytics-service-ascend.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/breaking/chi-transunion-files-for-325m-ipo-20110705,0,3566401.story
http://www.biia.com/
http://www.biia.com/member-services
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MEMBER NEWS 
 

Sintotrust Research Feels the Pulse of the Automotive Sector 

Sinotrust Analysis on Development of China’s B-segment Market:  B-segment market achieves recovery in 

2011 due to the withdrawal of favorable policies for 1.6L or below engine size. B-segment vehicles can be divided 
into 3 Mainstreams, among which the B Mainstream, represented by Accord, Camry and Teana took the largest 
market share, accounting for 57.0%, which marks the B Mainstream the most mature one within B-segment 
market.   B Mainstream exerts bigger impact on the auto market because it attracts a large number of customers 
whose ideas in vehicle purchasing are more mature and whose characteristics are easy to be captured. We need 
to pay more attention to B Mainstream (hereinafter referred to as B-segment) customers’ spending characteristics 
and changes in order to figure out the development trends of B-segment market.  To read the full story click on the 
link 

Sinotrust Suggests Automakers Need More Effective Car Clinics:  Car clinics are one of best methods to help 

automakers sort out market responses before they introduce new products. To be more specific, target customers 
are asked to give evaluations on upcoming new products and product prototype in order to assist automakers to 
make accurate judgments on market responses after products were launched.   Courtesy Dr. Jing Weiying, 
Research Director of Sinotrust Automotive Marketing Solutions. To read the full story click on the link             

S&P Adds Public Finance Data and Risk Analytics to Global Credit Portal® 

S&P Valuation and Risk Strategies announced the launch of powerful new analytics and data capabilities for 

investors in publicly-financed securities.  Financial Statement Data and S&P Indices® join RatingsDirect® Public 

Finance on S&P's Global Credit Portal® investor analytics platform.  Together, these credit analysis tools allow 

market participants to gain in-depth insight into the creditworthiness of debt securities issued by state and local 

governments, government-owned facilities, public authorities and agencies.   Source:  Standard & Poor’s 

Creditreform Annual Report 2010:  Steady Growth Despite Difficult Times 

Creditreform Germany reports steady growth in revenues during a difficult year.   Global revenues in 2010 were 

Euro 543 million versus Euro 533 million in 2009.  Revenues of domestic credit information (German market) grew 

from Euro 257 million to Euro 262 million.  Accounts receivables and factoring revenue grew from Euro 193 million 

to Euro 200 million.   International revenues grew from Euro 52 million to Euro 54 million.   In 2010 Creditreform 

opened an office in Turkey.   Creditreform said it would continue with the development of the EASY identification 

number, notwithstanding the fact that Coface, which is its partner in the EASY venture, plans to exit credit 

information.   Source:  Password Germany 

   

 

http://www.biia.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Sinotrusts-Analysis-on-Development-of-Chinas-B-segment-Market-June-2011.pdf
http://www.biia.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Sinotrusts-Analysis-on-Development-of-Chinas-B-segment-Market-June-2011.pdf
http://www.biia.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Sinotrust-Opinions_Automakers-Need-More-Effective-Car-Clinic-June-2011.pdf
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Standard-Poors-Adds-Public-prnews-1564644473.html?x=0
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INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

Thomson Reuters and ITRS Join Forces for Infrastructure Management and 

Monitoring 

Thomson Reuters has teamed with ITRS Group, a leading provider of real-time systems management technology, 

to deliver real-time visibility and performance monitoring of a financial firm's market data, trading and risk 

management infrastructure. This capability enables Thomson Reuters Enterprise Platform and Elektron customers 

to reduce the total cost of ownership and the complexity of managing their distributed applications. 

Globally financial firms are challenged by the growing cost and complexity of running high-performance trading 

infrastructures, as well as the increased regulatory pressure to manage the operational risk of potential systems 

outages. 

To address this requirement, Thomson Reuters and ITRS are collaborating to provide enterprise-wide monitoring 

and management capabilities for multiple trading and risk applications, along with the data and infrastructure 

solutions that power them, delivering vital intelligence on operational performance for mission-critical systems. 

Source: Thomson Reuters 

Thomson Reuters Launched Idealratings Islamic Indices 

Thomson Reuters and IdealRatings launched the Thomson Reuters Islammic Indices, the first Islamic benchmark 

offering research-based Shariah screening based on globally accepted standards, to investors, money managers 

and analysts across a range of Islamic financial instruments.    Source:  Thomson Reuters 

Thomson Reuters Buys Online Legal Documents Company in Australia 
Although it shed the legal consultancy Hildebrandt Baker Robbins, Thomson Reuters acquired the Australian 

online legal document company Cleardocs - a move that may signify the information giant’s confidence in the 

growing market for cost-effective commoditized legal goods. 

Cleardocs will be aligned with Thomson Reuters' tax and accounting business in Australia, according to a press 

release. 

"The motivating force behind the foundation and growth of Cleardocs is the desire to improve the clarity of legal 

documents everywhere and to help move plain language further into the mainstream—and to do all that 

profitably," Cleardocs founder and former managing partner, Christopher Balmford, wrote at the Cleardocs blog. 

"Thomson Reuters has the content, customers, and expertise to do that in more places and for more documents—

while further meeting its customers’ needs by delivering on its strategy of making its content more active.‖ 

Cleardocs, a plain-language advocate, allows users to quickly create legal documents online using master 

documents and question interfaces written and signed off by the 200-lawyer Melbourne and Sydney law firm, 

Maddocks, which also provides a free legal helpline to customers. 

Source: Abajournal.com  

 

 

http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/thomson-reuters-and-itrs-join-forces-for-infrastructure-management-and-monitoring-1531350.htm
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsindex.php?id=597149
http://www.cleardocs.com/clearnews/cleardocs-products/thomson-reuters-acquires-cleardocs.html
http://www.cleardocs.com/clearnews/cleardocs-products/thomson-reuters-acquires-cleardocs.html
http://www.cleardocs.com/resources-blog.html
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/thomson_reuters_buys_aussie_online_legal_documents_company/
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INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

Mobile Banking Fraud Part #1: Vulnerabilities of Mobile Devices 

Mobile devices are changing the payments landscape.  More mobile devices are becoming equipped with near-

field contactless capabilities and apps that allow for the purchasing of goods and services.  While this provides a 

number of conveniences for consumers, mobiles also come with greatly increased risks related to payments. 

Case in point, malware instances on Android phones grew 400% between summer 2010 and spring 2011, 

according to the ―Malicious Mobile Threats Report‖ by Juniper Networks. 

The increased risk stems from the fact that mobile devices typically lack the firewalls and other security measures 

that are more standard on home computers. This make mobiles ideal for launching malicious software that tracks 

key strokes and compromises sensitive personal information, usernames, and passwords.  To make matters 

worse, app purchasers are often much less discerning about downloads to their mobile compared to a home 

computer.  

Beyond malicious apps and downloads, there is additional concern about the security of the networks used by the 

phone.  Many phones are Wi-Fi capable, and although the public has become conditioned to not connect to 

unknown Wi-Fi networks using personal computers, there is less discretion when using mobile phones.  In 

particular, the public has been systematically targeted at airports and other aggregation points by malicious Wi-Fi 

networks.  

Even when users are careful in selecting a Wi-Fi network, they can be prey to ―Man in the Middle‖ attacks on 

mobiles. A fraudster will target MAC addresses associated with a particular brand of phone and redirect 

transactions through the fraudster’s computer.  This allows the fraudster to launch a tool like SSL strip to remove 

security protocols, and capture usernames and passwords used in payments, online bank access, email, 

etc.  Although this is easily done on Wi-Fi networks, the same attack exists on mobile networks such as GSM, 

where a fraudster can impersonate a GSM base station.  

These vulnerabilities demand advanced analytics that monitor mobile device usage to detect fraud.  That will be 

the topic of a future post… 

Source:  FICO Banking Analytics Blog 

Experian Launches Precise ID(SM) for Customer Management 

Experian
®
, announced the launch of Precise ID(SM) for Customer Management, the latest addition to the 

Experian Precise ID suite of authentication and fraud detection services. The new capabilities bring a higher level 

of sophistication to effectively detect identity fraud in existing accounts.   

Fraud in existing accounts occurs when an identity thief gains access to; manipulates; and ultimately misuses a 

victim's existing credit, debit, bank, credit union, trading, retirement or other accounts. According to Javelin 

Strategy & Research, $37 billion in identity fraud occurred last year in the United States, including some $20 

billion in existing accounts.   

To read the full story click on this link 

 

 

http://www.juniper.net/us/en/company/press-center/press-releases/2011/pr_2011_05_10-09_00.html
http://bankinganalyticsblog.fico.com/2011/06/mobile-banking-fraud-part-1-vulnerabilities-of-mobile-devices.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+fico%2FO
file:///C:/Users/Joachin/Documents/AA-BIIA%202011-03-18/AAA%20-%20Newsletter/2011%20JULY%20I/Experian%20Launches%20Precise%20ID(SM)%20for%20Customer%20Management
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INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

Microdata:  Google, Microsoft and Yahoo to Support New Semantic Markup 

Language Convention 

Just a few weeks ago, Google, Microsoft and Yahoo announced that their search engines would jointly support a 

new semantic markup language convention called Microdata, the details of which can be found at a site called 

schema.org. 

Semantic coding? Microdata? Okay, Infocomerce Group promises not to go too deep into the details, but this is 

important stuff. In a nutshell, this new schema -- which will be recognized by all major search engines -- allows 

websites to present their information to the search engines in a more structured fashion. The schema supports 

standardized HTML tags. By tagging data at a very granular level, search engines not only get smarter about the 

data they are indexing, they can manipulate and process it just as if it was information in a conventional database. 

Yes, by encouraging website owners to add these standardized tags to their content, the search engines want to 

marry the power and precision of structured data with the richness and depth of textual and graphical information. 

Should data publishers be concerned?  Well, let's look at just a few of the specific business types already defined 

by the schema: travel agency, child care, financial services, real estate agent, and shopping center.  If enough of 

these types of companies ultimately add these tags to their websites, the search engines will be able to pull them 

out with complete precision.    Source: InfoCommerce Group 

Data Security:  Morgan Stanley Smith Barney Client Data at Risk 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney is warning 34,000 of its investors to be on alert after CD-ROMs carrying their 

personal data disappeared en route to a recipient within the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance.  

The discs were delivered to the government office but never reached the intended recipient.  Consumer 

advocates always assume that data security breaches occur only within information companies.  It just shows that 

government offices should come under closer scrutiny as well.  Source:  Financial Planning and SourceMedia 

Interest in BIIA Coverage of Business Industry News on the Increase 

 

In January 2011 we migrated www.biia.com to a 

new platform.   

We have segmented BIIA news (open domain and 

password protected domain) into over 400 

categories and posted all newsletter articles going 

back to BIIA’s inception in 2005.  There are now 

close to 1,800 post on www.biia.com  

The results have been remarkable:  In the 

month of June we reached a record of 97,700 hits 

with 55,282 pages pulled and 9,441 individual 

visits (see monthly statistics on the left). 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=jqrz79bab&et=1106468987309&s=2601&e=001h-IiNBkfjtoikJUWr8ARqSujrqbwQLvo32s6TFLUoSoravyMyPgu7bRX-MU5Ek0iovyVFpIfqTq4PZW2XWJiwXx-x9eTdFb1pvN6JwweZxA=
http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=MTM0NTI0ODk%3D
http://www.biia.com/
http://www.biia.com/
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NEWS FROM CHINA 
 

Alibaba Develops 'Cloud' Mobile-Operating System 

BEIJING—Alibaba Group Holding Ltd.: Its unit, Alibaba Cloud Computing, is developing an operating system for 

mobile phones that it aims to release in the third quarter, a person close to the situation said recently, as a range 

of companies battle to provide the core software used on smartphones. 

The Alibaba offering will add to the competition in China for Google Inc.'s Android operating system, Apple Inc.'s 

iPhone smartphones and Microsoft Corp.'s Windows Phone platform.   

The cloud initiative has, according to the company, involved the ―mission of building an advanced data-centric 

cloud computing service platform‖ that will drive the growth of the company’s e-commerce ecosystem through 

data mining, ―high speed massive e-commerce data processing‖ and data customization. While reports of the 

rumored OS have surfaced in the Chinese press as well as Reuters, the company has yet to make any official 

statement on the topic.   Source:  Wall Street Journal Asia 

Alibaba.com Forms Credit Loans Company in Chongqing 

Hangzhou, 22
nd

 June: Hong Kong-listed Alibaba.com has reportedly formed a small loans company in Chongqing 

as a majority shareholder with a 70% stake with three other companies, namely, Fuxing Group, Yintai Group and 

Wanxiang Group. The loan company will be capable of granting loans of up to RMB 500,000 (US$77,000) to small 

and medium firms.   Source:  Business Strategies Group Hong Kong 

Alibaba USA on the Acquisition Trail 

Alibaba subsidiary acquires U.S. online comparison platform 

San Mateo, CA, 28
th

 June: Alibaba.com’s U.S. e-commerce software solution subsidiary, Vendio Services, 

announced the acquisition of SingleFeed for an undisclosed fee.   SingleFeed offers services that help online 

merchants to submit, manage, and optimise product listings on comparison shopping search engines such as 

Google Product Search and PriceGrabber. SingleFeed’s services will be offered to Vendio’s 250,000 merchants 

as well as sister company Auctiva, another U.S. subsidiary of Alibaba.com.  Source: Business Strategies Group 

Hong Kong 

Boutique Investment Banking and Strategic Advisory Firm Marlin & Associates 

Opens Hong Kong Office 

Marlin & Associates (M&A) announced the opening of its new Hong Kong office along with the addition of Robert 

("Rob") Agnew, an international industry veteran, to lead our team in Asia.   

Marlin & Associates Holding LLC is a boutique investment banking and strategic advisory firm specializing in 

acquisitions and divestitures of U.S. and international middle-market firms that provide technology, digital 

information and healthcare-related products, technology and services. The firm is headquartered in New York, NY 

and has additional offices in Washington, DC, Toronto, Canada, and Hong Kong, China.   Further information can 

be read at www.MarlinLLC.com.   Source:  M&A Press Release 

 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304760604576424963286564734.html#ixzz1RHINzIMo
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MarlinAssociates/909d88734b/TEST/e1c463d73a
http://www.marlinllc.com/press-release/press_id=377
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NEWS FROM CHINA 
 

Baidu and Microsoft to Co-operate in Search in China 

Baidu Inc. will use Microsoft’s Bing for some English-language results which is expected to lift Microsoft’s 

market share in China’s search market.  No financial details of the tie-up between Microsoft Corp. and Baidu were 

released.  

China has the world's biggest population of Internet users, with more than 450 million people online. Global e-

commerce, search and other Internet brands have struggled to gain a foothold against aggressive local 

competitors in a heavily regulated market. 

Microsoft will censor English-language Bing search results in China. Microsoft said in a statement that Bing will 

use "certain filtering technologies and processes to ensure that we are in compliance with local laws." 

In a statement, Baidu vice president Samuel Shen said the agreement with Bing will improve English search for 

Baidu users and raise Bing's profile in China. Baidu says its site already handles about 10 million English 

searches daily.  However industry experts feel that a big share of future growth in Chinese search will be in the 

countryside, where users speak little English. 

The Baidu – Microsoft co-operation is one more headache for Google which has withdrawn from the Chinese 

market because it decided not to be subjected to China’s censorship rules.  Google also faces a growing threat 

from Facebook.  To top it off the US Federal Trade Commission has launched an antitrust investigation into 

Google’s online-search and online-advertising business.    Source:  NPR.ORG 

Microsoft gets the message late on China market says Breakingviews.com:  “A tie-up with rival Baidu shows 

that the U.S. software giant has realized it's better to partner up than go it alone. That's a start. With cash to spare, 

Microsoft should now consider a bolder move - such as buying a stake in a local player like Sina or Shanda.‖  

Source: Breakingviews.com 

Baidu Takes 29% Stake in Online Ratings Firm Leftbrain 

Chinese search engine Baidu has reportedly acquired a 29% stake in online ratings specialist Leftbrain 

Technologies for 3.1 million Yuan ($464k).  Beijing-based Leftbrain, which was founded in 2007, provides news, 

advertising and market research services across two online ratings/reputation web sites.  

The first, cnmo.com, offers mobile phone product information and evaluation, to help users understand the current 

market. It also provides comment on future mobile phone trends.  Leftbrain’s second site, xgo.com.cn, publishes 

car user reviews, which the firm claims affects more than one million car purchases daily.   For 2010, Leftbrain 

reported profits of 5.69 million Yuan.  Web sites: www.baidu.com and www.leftbrain.com.cn .  

China’s Local Government Debt Estimated Higher than Official Audit 

Moody’s says that China’s local governments have borrowed $2.1t mainly from banks, $540b higher than the 

results of an official audit.   The Financial Times (FT) did not question the estimate but rather the process by which 

analysts arrived at their estimate.  Nevertheless the FT opined that the Moody’s conclusions may well prove to be 

accurate. Only time will tell and, given the huge amount of lending in China over the past few years, perhaps it is 

sensible to err on the side of caution.   Source: Financial Times 

 

http://npr.wikinvest.com/wikinvest/export/v3/?frame=NPRTearsheet&action=getFrame&search=NASDAQ:BIDU
http://npr.wikinvest.com/wikinvest/export/v3/?frame=NPRTearsheet&action=getFrame&search=NASDAQ:MSFT
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=137615234
http://www.baidu.com/
http://www.leftbrain.com.cn/
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2011/07/06/china-debt-moodys-flying-debt/#ixzz1RmpErduk


 
 
 
 
 
 

BIIA NEWSLETTER ISSUE 07 I - 2011 

Copyright © BIIA 2011  - For Member Internal Use Only – To Request Permission to Publish Contact: ieijcb@attglobal.net 
The content of this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the opinion of BIIA and its members. BIIA is not responsible for the use 
which might be made of the information contained in this Newsletter.  Nothing in this Newsletter implies or expresses a warranty of 

any kind.  Neither will BIIA be responsible for any errors.  To unsubscribe: Contact ieijcb@attglobal.net   
  
 
 

10 
 
 

AFFILIATED INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION NEWS 
 

Innovation and the Universal Postal Union (UPU) – Ideas from the Global Address 

Data Association 

The postal systems around the world are suffering from declining mail volumes,  It is not surprising that the 

members of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) are currently engaged in the periodic debate over how the UPU will 

be structured, and what its strategy and work agenda will be, after the next governing Congress in 2012.  

The Global Address Data Association (GADA) is participating in this debate and provided additional ideas.  GADA 

specifically regard one of the four goals of the proposed work agenda worthwhile pursuing:  “Goal 3-Promote 

innovative products and services, within the 3-dimensional network: physical, electronic, and 

financial.”   Industry insiders feel that this debate may be too late since other players have successfully occupied 

these spaces already.  Source:  The Prescott Report 

 

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE 
 

Equifax UK Builds Public Sector Team 

Equifax UK has boosted the expertise in its Public Sector Team with the recruitment of key individuals. 

Johanna Edwards joins Equifax as Head of Equifax Public Sector following six years at Experian, where she was 

the Department for Work and Pensions Account Director and more recently, the Head of Central Government.  

Other appointees Melanie Hosker and Mark Nicholson have also joined Equifax from roles in the Government 

Team at Experian and Michele Crane’s last role was in the Local Government Team at Ricoh.   

Source:  Creditman UK 

ProQuest Names Kurt Sanford CEO 

ProQuest LLC, an information firm central to global research, today announced that Kurt Sanford will join the 

Company as Chief Executive Officer and as a member of its Board of Directors on July 13, 2011.  Mr. Sanford, a 

highly experienced information services executive, previously spent the past 14 years at LexisNexis, serving most 

recently as President, Global Operations for its global legal business.  

Mr. Sanford earned an MBA, with distinction, from The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, and 

received his JD, with honors, from Suffolk University Law School in Boston, MA. He also graduated with a BA in 

Economics from the University of Notre Dame.   Source:  Finance Yahoo.com 
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